
PRESERVING OUR PAST,  INSPIRING  OUR FUTURE



T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  P A L O  A L T O  I S N ’ T  O N E  S T O R Y . . . 



. . . IT’S HUNDREDS OF STORIES THAT CAN BE TOLD IN DIFFERENT WAYS: by time, by people, 

by neighborhood, by invention. It’s the story of numerous individuals who made contri-

butions large and small to the city’s evolution. It’s a story of innovation, inspiration, 

and commitment, and an important one to preserve and share. 

THE PALO ALTO HISTORY MUSEUM will capture the stories and artifacts of one of the 

most influential small cities in the world and bring its long legacy of social, political, 

educa-tional, environmental, and technological advances to life. It will serve as a 

vital resource to connect people from around the world to the city’s dynamic past and 

highlight why it holds such great potential for inspiration and impact in the future. It 

will be a vibrant cen-ter of culture and community that will allow visitors to explore 

and share the experiences that have shaped the city and continue to form its identity 

as a place of tolerance, creativi-ty, and inspiration. Designed to be accessible and 

relevant, the Palo Alto History Museum will be a place dedicated to exploring the past 

and pointing to the future.

ON THE COVER: Details from Roth Building Arnautoff murals. Photo by Kevin Mason Herr. Detail of Roth Building construction drawing. Birge Clark. El Palo 
Alto. Courtesy of Palo Alto Historical Association. Xerox Alto. Public Domain. Leland and Jane Stanford. Palo Alto Historical Association. Stanford University. 



To ensure that Palo Alto creates a significant and highly relevant history 

museum that accomplishes these goals, the board of directors authorized 

a $20 million comprehensive campaign that will:

1) Renovate the Roth Building to house the Palo Alto History Museum 

2) Underwrite the installation of a museum for education and enjoyment

3) Provide for ongoing support of the museum’s programs and initiatives

Your support is needed to build and sustain a museum that will present 

our history so that we may have better influence over our future. By 

understanding our past—our people, their motivations, challenges, 

successes, and failures—we can improve our civic en-gagement, deepen 

our knowledge of creativity and innovation, and expand the impact of 

social movements.

“The museum will be a wonderful opportunity to share our history with younger 
and newer residents so they may appreciate the role so many have played in 
creating this unique town.”—LEANNAH HUNT, REALTOR, SERENO GROUP

A  C A L L  T O  A C T I O N



PHOTOS: Left Page - 1950s crew installing transformer on lightpole. Palo Alto Historical Association. Palo Alto 
Baseball. Photo by Doug Kreitz. This Page - Early image of HP Garage at 367 Addison. Palo Alto Historical Association. 
View of Palo Alto. Photo by Myron Freedman

Throughout its existence, Palo Alto has remained small in size but enormously 
influen-tial. Over the years its people have introduced numerous cultural, 
academic, medical, and technological breakthroughs that have changed the world.

There is a human element that dominates the thinking of Palo Alto. The city values 
development and success but tempers it with neighborly values—music in the 
parks with start-up enterprises; curbside recycling with world-class restaurants; 
historic Eichler homes with a world-renowned university; an extensive public 
library system with care-fully marked bike lanes.

Palo Alto has long been defined as a caring community where residents respond 
to the challenges of their day, often leading the way for the rest of the world. The 
powerful impact of a top-rated university and academic medical center; carefully 
protected, verdant open spaces; distinctive architecture; and a fusion of cultures and 
cuisines from all over the world exude an appealing sophistication to newcomers 
and long-time residents alike.

Since it was incorporated as a city in 1894, Palo Alto set the pace as a community 
of long-term perspective. Residents have led the way in developing new approaches 
to technological needs and addressing social concerns with solutions that continue 
to affect people around the world. Their efforts established the City of Palo Alto as 
a place of exceptional beauty that embraces change and seeks solutions.

The city itself showed foresight from the onset: Early on, the city government and 
involved citizens established a high school, three city-owned utilities, the country’s 
first public stand-alone library for children, first stand-alone public children’s 
museum, and first municipally-supported community center. Its Chamber of 
Commerce was established just 16 years after the city was incorporated to attract 
business and encourage development.

When Bill Hewlett and Dave Pack-

ard met as engineering students in 

the 1930s at Stanford University, 

Palo Alto was nestled among acres 

of orchards and farms. The two 

rented a small place at 367 Addi-

son Avenue for $45 a month; Pack-

ard and his young bride, Lucile 

Salter, lived in the house, and Hewl-

ett stayed in the backyard shed. But 

the landlady told them they could 

use the property’s one-car garage as 

a workshop. That 12-foot-by 18-foot 

space was the site of the two 

friends’ new technology company—

the original Silicon Valley startup.

Working with limited resources, the 

partners created a series of prod-

ucts—a device to help astrono-

mers set a telescope accurately, a 

foul-line indicator for a local bowl-

ing alley, a resistance-tuned audio 

oscillator used by sound engi-

neers— sometimes using the house-

hold oven to set a device’s enamel 

coating. In 1939, they established 

Hewlett-Packard (HP) in the garage 

with an initial capital investment 

of $538, helped in large part by 

their former Stanford teacher and 

mentor, Frederick Terman. One of 

the company’s first customers was 

Walt Disney Productions, which 

bought eight oscillators for its new 

movie Fantasia. In 1987 the garage 

was registered as California Histori-

cal Landmark and officially declared 

the “Birthplace of Silicon Valley.”

PALO ALTO PIONEERS

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P L A C E



The concept of the museum evolved with input from numerous community leaders 
and engaged citizens. Directors of the proposed museum gathered with representa-
tives from schools and local history associations to brainstorm and refine the initial 
concept. The retreat was held at the d.school, Stanford’s prestigious design institute, 
and keynoted by David Kelly, founder of the d.school and IDEO in Palo Alto. PAHM 
Director Michael Shanks, a Stanford professor and also a founding member of the 
d.school, led the retreat to explore new ways to optimize potential for a history 
museum in Palo Alto. It was attended by a diverse group of stakeholders, including 
Palo Alto History Museum and Palo Alto Historical Association directors, as well as 
members of the Stanford Historical Society, the Palo Alto Libraries, faculty from the 
Palo Alto school district, and former mayors and City Council members—all sharing a 
fundamental belief in preserving Palo Alto’s rich heritage of innovation and acknowl-
edging its global impact.

The group uncovered and explored numerous points of view and deliberated over how 
to create a place that would meet the needs and aspirations of future Palo Alto History 
Museum participants of all ages and interests. With input from history researchers 
delving into the city archives as well as new residents launching their careers, the 
process resulted in a decisive concept—a nontraditional, participatory museum 
capable of engaging many generations of history lovers and future thinkers. The 
outcome of that pivotal planning session has been fully integrated into the museum 
through its emphasis on immersive exhibits, accessible collections, and welcoming 
spaces to gather, learn, and reflect.

P L A N N I N G  F O R  P E O P L E

From the Ohlone Indians who 

greeted the first Spanish settlers 

in the area to the early storekeep-

ers of Mayfield to the wealthy San 

Francisco barons who built lavish 

country homes to escape the big 

city fog, property on the mid-Pen-

insula was always considered a 

valuable asset. Once Leland Stan-

ford opened the doors to his new 

university in 1891 and backed 

the purchase of the adjacent 

740 empty acres to provide a dry 

town for his university, Palo Alto 

became a boom town with a popu-

lation that quintupled in less than 

a year. By 1894, the newly incor-

porated City of Palo Alto was hailed 

as a “Mecca of the world,” with a 

climate and landscape similar to 

Italy and Palestine. The town was 

called a “great educational center.” 

Only two years after the first towns-

people arrived the first schoolhouse 

was constructed- a two-room board 

and batten structure on Bryant 

Street built in three days to be 

ready for students in September.

EARLY PALO ALTO

PHOTOS: Palo Alto students, ca 1950’s. Palo Alto Historical Association Palo Alto sign over University Avenue, 1914. Palo 
Alto Historical Association. PAHM planning session with David Kelley. Photo by Rich Green. Beth Bunnenbery in Roth 
Building. Photo by Rich Green.



One of the greatest benefits of creating a 
museum dedicated to preserving and sharing 
the city’s history is that it establishes a sense of 
continuity and community. 

Situated in the heart of historic downtown, the 
new history museum will be an exciting and 
innovative destination designed to connect 

visitors with the past. Today’s residents will discover how the principles and choices 
of previous generations influenced the world we live in today. This prologue will lay 
the groundwork for understanding the present and how the past can help prepare for 
the challenges that lie ahead. Themes, stories, and artifacts will be displayed through 
engaging, interactive exhibitions and hands-on ac-tivties designed to be informative 
and to provoke critical thinking and community participation.  

The Palo Alto History Museum also will serve as a central resource for local history 
and historical preservation, and provide programs and events that celebrate the 
community’s diverse culture and enhance the cultural life of Palo Alto. The museum 
will showcase the remarkable heritage of Palo Alto through the careful collection, 
preservation, and inter-pretation of local artifacts and documents, and will serve as 
a much-needed permanent home of the city archives. In addition to permanent and 
rotating exhibits, the museum will partner with other cultural organizations to present 
unique perspectives on Palo Alto’s commitment to creativity. The museum also will 
incorporate new technologies to digitize its collections and exhibits so virtual tours 
will be available to those unable to visit the building.

I was lucky to be one of the main creators of Apple’s original Macintosh computer 
in the ‘80s, and subsequently wrote a book about it, “Revolution in the Valley.” 
I strongly support the History Museum because I love both Palo Alto and the 
technology industry, and believe the museum will help illuminate their many 
intricate connections.”    —ANDY HERTZFELD, AUTHOR AND KEY CREATOR OF THE MACINTOSH

The growth of Palo Alto and the 

influence of Stanford University are 

intrinsically interconnected. From 

its very beginnings, the univer-

sity estabished a nontraditional 

culture that focused on applied 

education designed to produce 

“cultured and useful citizens.”

Few university leaders were as 

inspirational as Frederick Terman, 

who served as dean of the School 

of Engineering from 1946 until 

1955 and then as the univer-

sity provost until his retirement 

in 1966. Throughout his tenure, 

he helped to foster the academic, 

industrial, and governmental rela-

tionships that helped transform 

Stanford into a world-class univer-

sity and the mid-Peninsula as a 

region of creative thinking and 

entrepreneurial in-novation. 

Terman encouraged his students 

to form their own companies and 

personally invested in many of 

them, including Varian Associ-

ates and Hewlett-Packard, and he 

spearheaded the creation of Stan-

ford Industrial Park (now Stanford 

Research Park), leasing university 

lands to high-tech firms. By inte-

grating industry with academia, 

Terman introduced a new mind-

set about collaboration that sowed 

the seeds of today’s Silicon Valley.

A SHARED PAST

A  C O M M U N I T Y  R E S O U R C E

PHOTOS: Stanford Stadium. Photo by Bobak Ha’Eri Frederick Terman. Courtesy of Palo Alto Historical Association. Roth 
Building Architectural Rendering by Garavaglia and Associates.
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PALO ALTO’S ARCHITECT

Birge Clark was the son of Arthur B. 

Clark, a professor of art and architec-

ture at Stanford University and the 

first mayor of Mayfield, which later 

became part of Palo Alto. Clark grad-

uated from Palo Alto High School 

in 1910 and from Stanford Univer-

sity in 1914. Clark was one of the 

few architects between San Jose 

and San Francisco and a major 

contributor to the development of 

Palo Alto. He designed nearly 200 

private and public buildings in Palo 

Alto and on the Stanford campus 

and was the supervising architect of 

the Hoover House, designed by his 

father and Mrs. Herbert Hoover.

His landmarks in Palo Alto include 

the old police and fire station, the 

Lucie Stern Community Center, the 

President Hotel, the Palo Alto Post 

Office, the Palo Alto Medical Clinic 

(the Roth Building,) and most of 

the buildings on Ramona Street 

just south of University Avenue. 

More than 30 Clark buildings are on 

the City of Palo Alto’s inventory of 

historic buildings and four are on the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

The museum will be housed in the historic Roth 
Building, located at 300 Homer Avenue, just a few 
blocks from City Hall and University Avenue. Built 
in 1932, the building is adjacent to Heritage Park 
and is part of the Homer Avenue Historic District 
and on the National Register of Historic Places. 
The 22,580 square-foot structure was named after 
one of the founding members of the original Palo 
Alto Medical Clinic. 

Designed by Birge Clark, the building details reflect Spanish-style elements, 
including the stucco walls, red-roof tiles, and wrought-iron grilles for which he was 
known. Clark defined the city’s Early California style and became a much-loved 
Palo Alto architect. The Roth Building holds important historic significance for its 
architectural style and artwork. As a tangible reminder of the past, the renovated 
building will parallel the mission of the museum: allowing people to make the 
connection between where they are and where they are headed.

The building features several murals by Victor Arnautoff, a Russian-American 
artist and professor of art at Stanford University who worked as an assistant to the 
renowned Mexican muralist Diego Rivera. The Roth Building murals, located in 
the building’s entry area, are among the artist’s earliest works in this country and 
represent several aspects of medical care. The unveiling of the mural was accompa-
nied by some public controversy because one panel shows a doctor examining a 
bare-breasted female patient. As Clark recalled, the murals “…caused such a sensation 
that a stream of people were arriving on Sundays from San Francisco hoping to be 
shocked and titillated.” After completing the Palo Alto murals, Arnautoff went on to 
paint the murals in San Francisco’s Coit Tower, the Presidio chapel, and library at the 
California School of Fine Arts.

The renovation of the Roth Building will be done using the latest innovations in 
building sustainability and green practices while preserving its historic features and 
Arnautoff murals. Its utility will be enhanced by the addition of a small café, a gift 
shop and bookstore, and space for meetings and lectures. The building’s redesigned 
south facade will provide outdoor social spaces that add value to Heritage Park and 
enhance the park as a commu-nity gathering space in downtown Palo Alto.  

PHOTOS: Birge Clark. Courtesy of Palo Alto Historical Association. Detail of Arnautoff mural from the Roth Building. 
Photo by Kevin Mason Herr.Roth Building. Photo by Rich Green.

T H E  H I S T O R I C  

R O T H  B U I L D I N G
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LUCIE STERN

Lucie Stern, known as ‘Palo 

Alto’s fairy godmother,’ inherited 

some of the Levi Strauss cloth-

ing empire from her husband, Louis 

Stern. After moving to Palo Alto 

from Atherton, she engaged archi-

tect Birge Clark to design three 

homes along Cowper Avenue. 

The workers were often treated 

to lunches by her French chef.

During the depths of the Depres-

sion she looked for ways to keep 

her workers employed and financed 

the construction of a commu-

nity theater earmarked as the new 

home of the Palo Alto Players. The 

theater, designed by Clark, became 

the heart of the Palo Alto Commu-

nity Center on Middlefield Road. On 

opening night in 1933, the theater 

was sold out for the performance of 

“Grumpy,” and the local newspa-

per praised the new building from 

its seating to the heating system. 

Soon after the theater was 

completed, Stern contributed funds 

to add more features to the center, 

including the Children’s Theatre, 

the Boy Scout headquarters and fire 

circle, and the Children’s Library. 

She was known for her concern 

for young people and often enter-

tained them at her home where she 

kept a closet filled with Levi’s for 

any youngster in need, including 

many Stanford University students. 

The Roth Building is owned by the City of Palo Alto and is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. The City purchased the building and adjacent land (now Heritage 
Park) for $10 million from the Palo Alto Medical Foundation in 2000 when it vacated 
downtown and moved to its current site on El Camino.

In 2002, the city invited proposals from nonprofits interested in renovating the 
building in exchange for a long-term lease at little or no rent. Five years later, a group of 
community members active in historic preservation signed a lease option for the Roth 
Building to house the Palo Alto History Museum, a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.

The museum planners funded the development of architectural plans for the Roth 
Building’s rehabilitation, and engaged Vance Brown Construction to estimate 
the costs. The Historic Resources Board, the Architectural Review Board, and the 
Planning and Trans-portation Commission approved the project.

In December 2014, the City Council agreed to provide up to $1 million in public funds 
to replace the temporary back wall, which was constructed after a 1947 ad-dition was 
demolished by the City.

The Council also agreed to sell the Roth Building’s development rights, which will 
be sold in a public auction and have an estimated value of at least $2 million. These 
private funds will be allocated solely toward the repair and rehabilitation of the 
building, which remains the property of the city.

The city continues to support the concept of the history museum, and new museum 
leadership has renewed its commitment to making the plan a reality. In addition to 
the almost $3 million resulting from recent City Council action, the project has raised 
almost $4.6 million from more than 500 donors to support the museum; $3.5 million 
of this is slated for the rehabilitation of the building. In all, the Palo Alto History 
Museum has assembled $6.8 million against the rehabilitation goal of $9 million.

The museum board plans to develop the museum in two phases: The first phase will 
repair the building to make it functional. The second phase will fund the in-stallation 
of ex-hibits, establish educational programs, and transfer the city’s historical archives 
into the building. The goal is to open the museum as soon as possible after the first 
phase is complete to introduce it as a viable community asset.

PHOTO: Lucie Stern. Courtesy of Palo Alto Historical Association.

T H E  C I T Y ’ S  C O M M I T M E N T



The campaign has been a 

grassroots effort supported by 

numerous individuals, corpo-

rations, foundations, and the 

City of Palo Alto. The project 

was initiated by the long- 

established Palo Alto Histor-

ical Association and quickly 

gained the support of the 

University South Neighborhood 

Association, Palo Alto-Stanford 

Heritage, and the Museum 

of American Heritage.

Since then, the Palo Alto 

Women’s Club, the Palo Alto 

Chamber of Commerce, the 

Stanford Historical Society, 

Stanford Special Collections 

and University Archives, and 

the Palo Alto Housing Corpo-

ration have endorsed the 

project. Numerous community 

and business leaders have 

also expressed their commit-

ment to the project.

The museum plan incorpo-

rates the requirements of 

the Secretary of the Interior 

Standards for rehabilitat-

ing historic buildings and the 

requirements of the City of 

Palo Alto’s Comprehensive 

Plan. Architectural studies 

by preservation architect 

Michael Garavaglia indicate 

that the building will provide 

the space needed to house the 

museum functions. Studies 

assure that the on-going 

operation will be sound.

T H E  C A M P A I G N  

F O R  T H E  M U S E U M

Campaign Total:  $20 million

The museum board of directors has initiated a fundraising campaign for a total 
investment goal of $20 million. We are thrilled to announce that the board of 
directors of the Palo Alto History Museum has assembled a nucleus fund of 
almost $8 million in gifts, pledges, and fees.  Funding for the complete museum 
starts with the Roth Building Rehabilitation, preserving its historic integrity and 
shaping spaces into galleries and public spaces. Museum Implementation includes 
the design and installation of the exhibit galleries, a museum collections center, 
a new home for the City Archives in the new Research Center and Media 
Resources Lab, community meeting rooms, and wonderful visitor amenities 
that include a small bookstore and café with park-side seating. Programs and 
Operations funding will support planning and execution of a robust schedule 
of on-going educational and entertaining programs produced and offered by 
professional museum curators and educators.

The City of Palo Alto helped to establish a public-private partnership to repair 
the city-owned Roth Building. Once funding for the rehabilitation of the Roth 
Building is completed, museum leadership will raise additional support to 
design and construct interactive exhibits, develop public and school programs, 
and collect and care for the heritage of Palo Alto. Support for the project will 
sustain many facets of museum needs, from educational programming to 
the conservation of important artifacts, opening the doors to a richer, more 
connected community.

A focused campaign for community support will ensure the capital funding, 
provide for creative programming, and cover early operating costs. The campaign 
will lay the foundation for an annual fund and planned giving drives to support 
ongoing needs and, eventually, an endowment. Ongoing efforts to engage the 
community will result in donations of significant artifacts and help collect Palo 
Alto’s oral history – a history that has so profoundly impacted our world.

Programs and Operations 
$1,900,000

Roth Building Rehabilitation 
$9,100,000

Museum Implementation 
$9,000,000



Palo Alto is increasingly recognized by the outside world as a city of global 

influence. From the early Native Americans who lived in Palo Alto to the 

development of Silicon Valley, THE PALO ALTO HISTORY MUSEUM will offer 

a panoramic view of how this area developed and tell the diverse stories 

that comprise its essence. The museum will be a vibrant place dedicated 

to describing the history of the area, entertaining and educating students, 

residents, and tourists of all ages. It will create an educational resource where 

visitors can delve into the city’s compelling past and connect the dots to the 

issues facing the community today. 

To learn more about the museum  

please contact Executive Director Myron Freedman:

Address: PO Box 676, Palo Alto, CA 94301 

Telephone:650.322.3089  

Email: myronfreedman@paloaltohistorymuseum.org 

Website: paloaltohistorymuseum.org

“Raising a family in Palo 
Alto, I found that same 
creative energy reflected 
in the schools and the 
community, where being 
unique and thinking 
independently was always 
accepted. The museum 
will be a multi-generation 
venue that will celebrate this 
beautiful place.”    
—JANET LUSTGARTEN, CEO  

AND CO-FOUNDER, KX SYSTEMS

A  M E A N I N G F U L  A S S E T

PHOTOS: Police Officer Giving Directions. Palo Alto Historical Association. Roth 
Building Detail. Photo by Rich Green. Stanford Theater. Photo by Doug Kreitz. 
Detail of Arnautoff mural from the Roth Building. Photo by Kevin Mason Herr. 
Tesla Headquarters. Photo by Myron Freedman.




