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Fall 2017 Update



P A L 0 Dear friends of the Palo Alto History Museum,

Fall is here, and I am amazed at how the falling leaves pile up
A LT 0 so quickly in my small yard. Then I think of the ancient oak
and huge jacaranda trees in front of the future Museum, and
H ISTO RY [ am grateful that our post-war lot in Midtown is so manageable.
M US E U M Like the gathering leaves, it is the many gifts, large and small,

from over 600 donors that have brought us to a halfway point
in the Museum campaign. We have so much to be grateful for!

Rich Green, President Patience is a virtue for which we are truly thankful. From

Pat Sanders, Vice President you, our supporters and donors, many of whom have been

Bardy Wallace, Secretary making gifts every year over the past decade. From the city,

Katie Seedman, Treasurer our contractor and architect, who are doing their best to hold

Susan Beall their estimates in play as construction booms around the valley.

Beth Bunnenberg From those who have stepped forward to offer advice and pro

Kevin Curry bono help. And from our board members and advisory board Laura Bajuk
Doug Kreitz members, past and present, whose leadership has stayed strong.

Nancy Lee Peters Thank you to those of you who have made new donations to

the Museum project - some of which were much larger than
prior gifts. We are touched by your thoughtfulness and cheered
by your commitment to bring a history museum (at last!) to Palo

Alto.

Steve Staiger
Lanie Wheeler

Laura Bajuk, Interim Di . . . .
aura Dajuic, terim Uirector We are adding new avenues of fundraising to our toolkit,

including a push for grants, a new approach to corporations
and businesses, more one-on-one conversations, more house

Crystal Taylor, Asst. to the Director
Kitzi Tanner, Construction Project Mgr.

Nancy Shepherd, Volunteer Bookkeeper parties and group presentations. And, we are launching a

new Museum Friends program - an invitation to the rest of
the community to join you in creating a lasting gift to our
community.

You are the visionaries. Thank you.

Laura Bajuk

Interim Director, Palo Alto History Museum

Honorary Chair Margaret Chai Maloney Ruth Hammett Hon. Emily Renzel
Dean Clark Vicky Ching Dr. Birt Harvey Hon. Susie Richardson
Malcolm Clark Hon. Karen Holman Michael Shanks
Anne Cribbs Gloria Hom Hon. Joe Simitian
Jim Baer Bill Daul Nancy Huber Susan Sweeney
Guwen Barry Andrew Doty Laura Jones Megan Swezey Fogarty
Marilyn Bauriedel John & Kristine Erving Jeanne D. Kennedy Leonard Ware
Hon. Bern Beecham Margaret Feuer Hon. Liz Kniss Cole Wilbur
Faith Bell Hon. Sid Espinosa Dr. Phillip Lee Hon. Gail Woolley
Julie Brown Hon. Hillary Freeman Millie Mario Irene Yeh
Loren Brown Crystal Gamage Margaret McKee
Dave Bubenik Dr. James Gibbons James Mitchell
Carolyn Caddes Georgie Gleim Hon. Enid Pearson

Wanda Cavanaugh-Ball Thomas Gracon Steve & Nancy Player



Masterpiece and Scandal in Palo Alto:
The Story of the Arnautoff Murals

Regarded as one of the best mural painters
in the United States, Arnautoff’s works can
be seen at Coit Tower, the Presidio, George
Washington High School and the Richmond
and Pacific Grove post offices.

Fleeing the Bolshevik Revolution, Victor Arnautoff (1896-1979) immigrated to Mexico, where he studied mural
painting, and became Diego Rivera’s assistant in the late twenties. In 1932, Dr. Russell V. Lee commissioned
him to paint frescoes surrounding the entry to the new Palo Alto Medical Clinic. It was the artist’s first solo
work in California.

The full-color murals depict patients receiving care from three doctors whose contributions to the medical world
Dr. Lee felt were significant: pioneer pediatrician Emmett Holt, Canadian internist Sir William Osler and
Boston neurosurgeon Harvey Cushing.

Physicians are contrasted with historic counterparts depicted
in shades of grey: a Native American mother using a board to Creatin ga histo ry
reshape her child’s head, a shaman casting out devils and a

practitioner using a hot poker to cauterize a wound. museum for this truly u nique

When the Roth Building opened, the murals caused a major community Is inspiring — for us

scandal. Arnautoff chose to paint some of the patients in a state today and for future
of partial undress, and the town’s reaction was so intense that .

b ‘ g v . generations.
the controversy received news coverage all the way up in
San Francisco.

We’re making progress to
Quickens,” the San Francisco Chronicle wrote, “The builders, bridge d $3-7 million gap to

Under the header, “Murals and Morals: Palo Alto’s Pulse

aided and abetted by the nationally known doctors who make
up the staff, have gone in for art in a big way, and the startling
result has set this little college town by the ears!”

break ground on the building.




Continued...

On the first Sunday after the murals were unveiled,
the stream of people driving by to look caused a
traffic jam along Homer Avenue. Clinic surgeon
Fritz Roth threatened to have the walls whitewashed
before he would move in.

The furor eventually settled down, and the art
became a community fixture. When the Palo Alto
Medical Foundation moved to its new campus on
El Camino Real in 1999, vignettes of the original
murals were reproduced as medallions on the front
of the new building.

The preservation of these renowned murals

and of the Roth Building itself is a job which

the Palo Alto History Museum looks forward to
embracing. Please consider a donation to support
the restoration of these historic and

irreplaceable works.

Read more about it:

e “Frescos by Victor Arnautoff.” Past Heritage. 2015.
Accessed 9.17.17. www.pastheritage.org.

e “A Moral Dispute Over Murals in the Roth Building.”
Palo Alto Medical Foundation. 2015. Accessed 9.17.17.

http://www.pamf.org/about/pamfhistory/moral.html

The final color panel, between the right window and far wall,
demonstrates the use of an early form of x—ray, a fluoroscope; the patient
is a self—portrait of the artist.

An art deco treasure, the Roth Building’s murals by Victor Arnautoff

will be restored, with community support.




Donor News:

Pitch & Cathie Johnson

Franklin P. “Pitch” and Catherine Johnson are proud of their
legacy of giving in the Bay Area. They have long followed a
simple philosophy with their philanthropy: giving back to the
community in which Pitch grew up.

As founder of one of Silicon Valley’s first venture capital / \
firms in 1962, Pitch has long advocated for combining the I 1
worlds of venture capital investment with traditional I I
philanthropic practices. \ 1

He and Cathie have devoted substantial resources to a

wide variety of educational, cultural and community organizations,
with the hope that all Bay Area communities will enjoy the impact of
new economy. Special areas of focus have included youth development
and education, the arts, higher education and entrepreneurial
training programs.

The Johnsons are receiving two awards for outstanding philanthropy this fall.
We thank them for their leadership gifts to the Museum!

Collection Corner:
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Museum Friends Program

Give your community the gift of a new museum, through a
gift to your friends and family!

Friend | $100+

* Receive our full-color, printed quarterly newsletter.
* Be welcomed as a member of the Palo Alto History Museum Friends Program in
the newsletter, and in our annual report.

Friend Il $250+

All of the benefits noted above, plus:

* Invitations for you and a guest to participate in one of our two-hour “Historical
Photo Walks” led by a noted local professional photographer/historical specialist.

e At $500 or above, you can choose to have a personalized brick. (Limited Quantity)

Advocate $1,000+

All of the benefits noted above, plus:

e One 30-minute audio “Personal Recollections/Oral History” session/interview
with a family member or friend. Includes the finished audio file and transcript.

e Priority registration to all events and programs.

*  You can choose to have a personalized artist-made tile. (Limited Quantity)

Patron $5,000+

All of the benefits noted above, plus:

*  One 30-minute professionally-produced and edited high definition video
“Personal Recollection/Oral History” session (with one or more individuals
participating). Includes finished DVD and/or video file and transcript.

e Be invited to a special VIP event with leaders in the fields of history, museums
and technology.

*  You can choose to have a personalized park bench at the Museum/Heritage Park.
(Highly Limited Quantity)

Innovator $10,000+

All of the benefits noted above, plus:

* (2) Audio Oral History Sessions and (2) HD Video Oral History Sessions, with
written transcripts of each.

*  You and a guest will be invited to an “It Happened Here” tour of Palo Alto led by
a historical specialist and ending with a private reception and dinner to follow.

Please redeem your benefits within a year after your gift. Deductible to the extent allowed by law.



Advocate for the Museum

On Monday, November 27 we are appearing before City Council to request a one-

year extension to our lease option.

e Please join us at the meeting. We will have PAHM pins for you to wear.

*  Write a statement of support - why do you think Palo Alto needs a history
museum’

Let us share your name as a PAHM supporter. With over 600 donors from across
the community, we have much to be proud of. (If you prefer anonymity, please check
off that box on the form below and mail it in for our files.)

PAHM advisory board member Gail
Woolley while on council, with Mike Cobb.

Together we will create the best local history museum in the bay area; one that
informs and inspires. It’s an ambitious project, matching the community whose
stories it will share. Thank you for supporting and sharing the vision!

Questions? Call, text or email Laura at 650.561.5090 or
LauraBajuk@PaloAltoHistoryMuseum.org

A gallery in the new museum will be named for
Gary Fazzino.

Photos courtesy of PAHA.

Name Email

Address City Zip

Phone Number

3 Please change my donor listing to Anonymous.
If you are giving as a gift please fill out the below information:

Name Email

Address City Zip

Personal Message

Please Select: & Friend I: $100 = Friend II: $250 =3 Advocate: $1,000 3 Patron: $5,000 = Innovator: $10,000
Total Amount: $__

0 Check made payable to the Palo Alto History Museum 3 Visa/Mastercard/Discover/Amex

Card Number Exp. Date CVV

Tear off and mail to: Palo Alto History Museum | PO Box 676 | Palo Alto | CA 94302
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Palo Alto’s
125th Anniversary is
coming in 2019!

Celebrate with us!
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